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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-18 have been examined. Application 10/021,904 (METHOD AND 
SYSTEM FOR PROVIDING ADDITIONAL SERVICES FOR PRODUCTS) has a filing 
date 12/13/2001 and foreign priority date 12/15/2000. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

The basis of this rejection is set forth in a two-prong test of: (1) whether the 
invention is within the technological arts; and (2) whether the invention produces a 
useful, concrete, and tangible result. 

For a claimed invention to be statutory, the claimed invention must be within the 
technological arts. Mere ideas in the abstract (i.e., abstract idea, law of nature, natural 
phenomena) that do not apply, involve, use, or advance the technological arts fail to 
promote the "progress of science and the useful arts" (i.e., the physical sciences as 
opposed to social sciences, for example) and therefore are found to be non-statutory 
subject matter. For a process claim to pass muster, the recited process must somehow 
apply, involve, use, or advance the technological arts. 

In the present case, the instant claims fail to recite the use of any type of 
technology (e.g. computer system) within the recited steps of providing additional 
services for products. 
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Mere intended or nominal use of a component, albeit within the technological 
arts, does not confer statutory subject matter to an otherwise abstract idea if the 
component does not apply, involve, use, or advance the underlying process. 

Additionally, for a claimed invention to be statutory, the claimed invention must 
produce a useful, concrete, and tangible result. 

Although the claimed invention produces a useful, concrete and tangible result, 
since the claimed invention as a whole is not within the technological arts, as explained 
above, claims 1-17 are deemed to be directed to non statutory subject matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-6, 8-12 and 14-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Holda-Fleck (U.S. 5,729,693). 
As per claim 1 , Holda-Fleck teaches: 

A method for providing additional services for products, wherein added values 
are attached to products that are distributed in a market and additional services are 
provided based on the added values, the method comprising: 

an identification code attaching step, in which a first identification code is 
attached to a product that is shipped by a first company and a second identification 
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code is attached to a product that is shipped by a second company (see column 4, lines 
29-64), 

a server device preparation step, in which a server device, having a first function 
of separately inputting two types of identification code at a same time or at different 
times, a second function of confirming that one of the input identification codes is said 
first identification code and the other is said second identification code, and a third 
function of providing a predetermined service using a communication device, is 
prepared (see column 4, line 29 - column 5, line 7), and 

a service providing step, in which when said server device is accessed from a 
terminal device that is operated by a user, said server device is made to execute said 
first function and thereby made to input identification codes from said terminal device, 
said server device is made to execute said second function and thereby made to 
confirm the input identification codes, and under a condition that a confirmation has 
been obtained, said server device is made to execute said third function and thereby 
made to provide said predetermined service to said user (see column 4, line 29 - 
column 5, line 8). 

As per claim 2, Holda-Fleck teaches: 

A method for providing additional services for products, wherein added values 
are attached to products that are distributed in a market and additional services are 
provided based on the added values, the method comprising: 

an identification code attaching step, in which a first identification code is 
attached to a product that is shipped by a first company and a second identification 
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code is attached to a product that is shipped by a second company (see column 4, line 
29 - column 5, line 7), 

a server device preparation step, in which a server device, having a first function 
of inputting an identification code, a second function of confirming that an input 
identification code is either said first identification code or said second identification 
code, and a third function of selectively providing a service of a first attribute or a 
service of a second attribute using a communication device, is prepared (see column 4, 
line 29 - column 5, line 7), and 

a service providing step, in which when said server device is accessed from a 
terminal device that is operated by a user, said server device is made to execute said 
first function and thereby made to input an identification code from said terminal device, 
said server device is made to execute said second function and thereby made to 
confirm an input identification code, and under a condition that an input of one of either 
said ' first identification code or said second identification code has been confirmed, 
said server device is made to execute said third function and thereby made to provide a 
service of said first attribute to said user, while under a condition that an input of both 
said first identification code and said second identification code has been confirmed, 
said server device is made to execute said third function and thereby made to provide a 
service of said second attribute to said user (see column 4, line 24 - column 5, line 7). 

As per claim 3, Holda-Fleck teaches: 
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A method for providing additional services for products, wherein added values 
are attached to products that are distributed in a market and additional services are 
provided based on the added values, the method comprising: 

an identification code attaching step, in which a first identification code is 
attached to a product that is shipped by a first company and a second identification 
code is attached to a product that is shipped by a second company (see column 4, line 
29 - column 5, line 40), 

a server device preparation step, in which a server device, having a first function 
of inputting an identification code, a second function of confirming that an input 
identification code is either said first identification code or said second identification 
code, and a third function of selectively providing a service of a first attribute, a service 
of a second attribute, or a service of a third attribute using a communication device, is 
prepared (see column 4, line 29 - column 5, line 40), and 

a service providing step, in which when the server device is accessed from a 
terminal device that is operated by a user, said server device is made to execute said 
first function and thereby made to input an identification code from said terminal device, 
said server device is made to execute said second function and thereby made to 
confirm an input identification code, and under a condition that an input of said first 
identification code has been confirmed, said server device is made to execute said third 
function and thereby made to provide a service of said first attribute to said user, while 
under a condition that an input of said second identification code has been confirmed, 
said server device is made to execute said third function and thereby made to provide a 
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service of said second attribute to said user, and under a condition that an input of both 
said first identification code and said second identification code has been confirmed, 
said server device is made to execute said third function and thereby made to provide a 
service of said third attribute to said user (see column 4, line 24 - column 5, line 40). 
As per claim 4, Holda-Fleck teaches: 

A method for providing additional services for products as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein: 

* 

when by the first function of the server device, both the first identification code 
and the second identification code have been input, a content of a service provided by 
the third function of the server device is changed according to an order of input of the 
two types of identification code (see column 4, line 29 - column 5, line 40). 

As per claim 5, Holda-Fleck teaches: 

A method for providing additional services for products as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein: 

a plurality of patterns are prepared for one of either or both the first identification 
code and the second identification code and the content of the service provided by the 
third function of the server device is changed according to the pattern of the 
identification code that has been input (see column 4, line 63 - column 5, line 8). 

As per claim 6, Holda-Fleck teaches: 

A method for providing additional services for products, wherein added values 
are attached to products that are distributed in a market and additional services are 
provided based on the added values, the method comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 10/021,904 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3622 

an identification code attaching step, in which identification codes, each of which 
is unique to each of companies, are attached respectively to the products shipped by 
the n companies, a server device preparation step, in which a server device, having a 
first function of separately inputting each of a plurality of types of identification code at a 
same time or at different times, a second function of confirming that respective 
identification codes that have been input are said identification codes of said respective 
companies, and a third function of providing a predetermined service using a 
communication device, is prepared (see column 4, line 24 - column 5, line 40), and 

a service providing step, in which when said server device is accessed from a 
terminal device that is operated by a user, said server device is made to execute said 
first function and thereby made to input identification codes from said terminal device, 
said server device is made to execute said second function and thereby made to 
confirm that identification codes that have been input are identification codes of all or 
part of said n companies, and under a condition that a confirmation has been obtained, 
said server device is made to execute said third function and thereby made to provide 
said predetermined service to said user (see column 4, line 24 - column 5, line 40). 

As per claim 8, Holda-Fleck teaches: 

A system for providing additional services for products, which has functions of 
attaching added values to 5 products that are distributed in a market and providing 
additional services based on the added values, the system is comprised of: 
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a first identification code generating device, which generates a first identification 
code, a second identification code generating device, which generates a second 
identification code, 

a first identification code attaching device, which attaches said first identification 
code to a product that is shipped by a first company, 

a second identification code attaching device, which attaches said second 
identification code to a product that is shipped by a second company, and 

a service providing device, which inputs two different types of identification code 
separately at a same time or at different times from a user, and upon confirming that 
one of identification codes that have been input is said first identification code and the 
other is said second identification code, provides a predetermined service to said user. 

The same rejection applied to claim 1 is applied to claim 8. 

As per claim 9, Holda-Fleck teaches: 

A system for providing additional services for products, which has functions of 
attaching added values to products that are distributed in a market and providing 
additional services based on the added values, the system is comprised of: 

a first identification code generating device, which generates a first identification 
code, a second identification code generating device, which generates a second 
identification code, a first identification code attaching device, which attaches said first 
identification code to a product that is shipped by a first company, 

a second identification code attaching device, which attaches said second 
identification code to a product that is shipped by a second company, and 
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a service providing device, which has functions of inputting an identification code 
from a user and confirming that an identification code that has been input is said first 
identification code or said second identification code, provides a service of a first 
attribute under a condition that one of either said first identification code or said second 
identification code has been input, and provides a service of a second attribute under a 
condition that both said first identification code and said second identification code have 
been input. The same rejection applied to claim 2 is applied to claim 9. 

As per claim 10, Holda-Fleck teaches: 

A system for providing additional services for products, which has functions of 
attaching added values to products that are distributed in a market and providing 
additional services based on the added values, the system is comprised of: 

a first identification code generating device, which generates a first identification 
code, a second identification code generating device, which generates a second 
identification code, a first identification code attaching device, which attaches said first 
identification code to a product that is shipped by a first company, 

a second identification code attaching device, which attaches said second 
identification code to a product that is shipped by a second company, and 

a service providing device, which has functions of inputting an identification code 
from a user and confirming that an identification code that has been input is said first 
identification code or said second identification code, provides a service of a first 
attribute under a condition that said first identification code has been input, provides a 
service of a second attribute under a condition that said second identification code has 
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been input, and provides a service of a third attribute under a condition that both said 
first identification code and said second identification code have been input. 

The same rejection applied to claim 3 is applied to claim 10. 

As per claim 11, Holda-Fleck teaches: 

A system for providing additional services for products as set forth in claim 8, 
wherein: 

when both the first identification code and the second identification code have 
been input from a user, a content of the service provided by the service providing device 
is changed according to an order of input of the two types of identification code. The 
same rejection applied to claim 4 is applied to claim 1 1 . 

As per claim 12, Holda-Fleck teaches: 

A system for providing additional services for products as set forth in claim 8, 
wherein: 

a plurality of patterns are prepared for one of either or both the first identification 
code and the second identification code, and a content of the service provided by the 
service providing device is changed according to a pattern of an identification code that 
has been input. The same rejection applied to claim 5 is applied to claim 12. 

As per claim 14, Holda-Fleck teaches: 

A system for providing additional services for products as set forth in claim 8, 
wherein: 
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one of either or both the first identification code attaching device and the second 
identification code attaching device has a function of printing an identification code onto 
a package of a product to be shipped (see column 4, lines 30-43). 

As per claim 1 5, Holda-Fleck teaches: 

A system for providing additional services for products as set forth in claim 8, 
wherein: 

one of either or both the first identification code attaching device and the second 
identification code attaching device has a function of adding an object, on which an 
identification code is printed, inside a package of a product to be shipped (see column 
4, lines 29-43). 

As per claim 16, Holda-Fleck teaches: 

A system for providing additional services for products as set forth in claim 8, 
wherein: 

the service providing device has a function of communicating with the first 
identification code generating device and the second identification code generating 
device and is arranged to perform a confirmation process concerning an input 
identification code by inquiring with the first identification code generating device and 
the second identification code generating device (see column 4, line 29 - column 5, line 
40). 

As per claim 17, Holda-Fleck teaches: 

A system for providing additional services for products as set forth in claim 8, 
wherein: 
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the first identification code generating device and the second identification code 
generating device have functions of generating the first identification code and the 
function of generating the second identification code, respectively, based on a 
predetermined algorithm, and the service providing device is arranged to perform a 
confirmation process concerning an input identification code based on said 
predetermined algorithm (see column 6, lines 23-32). 

As per claim 18, Holda-Fleck teaches: 

A system for providing additional services for products as set forth in claim 8, 
wherein: 

the service providing device is made of a server device connected to a network 

and is arranged to input identification codes from terminal devices operated by users via 

the network and provide services to the terminal devices operated by said users via the 

network (see column 5, line 60 - column 6, line 3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Holda-Fleck (US 5,729,693) in view of Cote et al (US 2002/0090986). 
As per claim 7, Holda-Fleck teaches: 
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A method for providing additional services for products as set forth in claim 1, but 
fails to teach wherein: as a service to be provided by the third function of the server 
device, a provision of a game, a provision of a quiz, or a provision of fortune-telling 
information to the terminal device that is operated by the user is carried out. However, 
Cote teaches a system that allows users to play games by inputting in a computer an 
initiator code (see paragraph 11). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the application was made, to know that Holda-Fleck 
would allow customers to participate in games by inputting products' codes into terminal 
devices, as taught by Cote. Manufacturers would use the playing of games as a 
incentive to customers to purchase the manufacturers' products. 

As per claim 13, Holda-Fleck teaches: 

A system for providing additional services for products as set forth in claim 8, 
wherein: 

as a service to be provided by the service providing device, a provision of a 
game, a provision of a quiz, or a provision of fortune-telling information to the user is 
carried out. The same rejection applied to claim 7 is applied to claim 13. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL LASTRA whose telephone number is 703-306- 
5933. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, ERIC W STAMBER can be reached on 703-305-8469. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

The Examiner is scheduled to move to the new Alexandria office in April 2005 (or 
later). The Alexandria phone number would be 571-272-6720 and RightFax number 
571-273-6720. The examiner's supervisor, Eric W. Stamber, new Alexandria number 
would be 571-272-6724. The current numbers would be in service until the move. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





Daniel Lastra 
February 28, 2005 



